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SKETCHES OF LEADING PERFORMERS 
CRESWICK. 


Although there are several tragedians on 
the boards with equal claims to those of 
Creswick, and two or three with higher, he 
is an actor with as much poetical feeling 
as any one alive, except Macready. He has 
physical defects which mar the beauty of 
his performances—like Mrs. Warner, he has 
a kind of lisp, which renders his articulation 
indistinct. His voice is like his person, 
deficient in masculine vigour, and he sadly 
wants dignity. Jullien St. Pierre, as we 
have more than once said, is Creswick’s 
best part; then follow Beverley, Richelieu, 
Mordaunt, and Master Wilton. 

Had Brooke a better voice he would cer- 
tainly be superior to Creswick ; but as it is, 
the latter is a far safer actor. He studies 
his part thoroughly, and in general has a 
very good conception. Sometimes in poetic 
melodrama—such as ‘* The Wife ”—he is 
really excellent, as good as Wallack in prose 
melodrama, of the kind jie excels in—The 
Brigand, and Don Cesar De Bazan. 

Creswick is about five and thirty, and we 
fear therefore he is not likely to improve. 
At one time we hoped he would take as high 
a stand as Phelps, or even as Charles Kem- 
ble did; but that idea we have been re- 
luctantly compelled to abandon. ‘There is 
a hardness in his style—the result of phy- 
sical not mental defects— which he will not 
overcome. We rank him, therefore, be- 
tween the brilliant second-rate artistes of 


. Charles Kemble’s day and such performers 


as Charles Kean, Dickinson, &c. &c. 
Creswick is rather low of stature, being 


He is an actor more of fancy than of 
imagination, and therefore not a Shaksperian 
performer. Nevertheless be can appear in 
the highest walks of art without offending 
an audience, and he is so thoroughly in 
earnest and painstaking, that we forgive his 
want of power. He is never coarse, never 
careless, never less than intelligent; and 
when he does not enact the lover (for his 
Romeo is bad) has feeling as well as discre- 
tion. 


BETA, 








METROPOLITAN THEATRES 





DRURY LANE, 


Mr. J. Anderson played Coriolanus on 
Monday night. It is decidedly his best 
character. He looked and acted the noble 
Roman to the life. His figure, voice, and 
action are all in unison with the character 
and his delineation of the proud and haught ; 
Roman was faithfully personated, whic 
was received by the audience with enthusi- 
astic plaudits. Mrs. Weston made her first 
appearance here in the character cf Vo. 
lumnia ; she is a fine stately figure, and 
appears well skilled in the stage business, 
Her readings were correct and sensibly 
delivered. The management has shewn 
great judgment in engaging this talented 
actress, who is certainly a great acquisition 
to the company. The play is splendidly 
put upon the stage, and does great credit to 
the lessee ; the house was the best since the 
first night ; at the conclusion Mr. Anderson 





about five feet seven, and his face, though 
by no means inexpressive, wants tragic fire. 








was loudlyfcalled for, and received the con- 
gratulations of the audience. 
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SADLER’S WELLS | 
he revival of the “Duchess of Malfi”’ | 
at this theatre, has filled every part of it | 
before the curtain has been raised. The act- | 
ing of Miss Glyn bas caused considerable 
excitement, for since the days of Mrs. Sid- 
dons, we have not had any play acted where 
ihe powers of an actress have been so fa- | 
vourably called into requisition, as that of | 
the * Duchess of Malfi,’ nor have we had 
an actress so able to sustain, and develope 
such a character in so forcible a manner as 
this talented tragedian. The whole weight 
of the play is centered in this character, and 
nobly and powerfully is it set before us. 
She has both the physique and mental 
»ower to give it its tone and effect upon the. 
audience, and they feel and sympathise with 
her in the situations in which sheis placed. 
Mr. Phelps, too, is very fine in the last act, 
and shows a depth of feeling and despair 
equal to anything to be found upon the 
stage at the present period, and although 
the incidents in the play are revolting to our 
nature, still it is impossible not to admire 
the great talent evolved in the representation 
of both characters. The pantom:me is 
«rowing into public favour, and will have a 
fong run. 


MARYLEBONE. 

This house has been well attended since 
our Jast. The management keeps up a suc- 
cession of favorite pieces, which is giving 
his talented company a chance of being seen 
individually in sach parts, that they are 
seen to the most advantage. There isa 
vreat advantage in this, for the public have 
their “* Stage Favorites,” as well as in other 
‘natters. It is true few managers study this 
—but Mr. Stammers appears to give all 
those in his employ a full chance before the 
public; this is as it should be. . Since our 
last, Haynes’ drama, the “ Idiot Witness,” 
i:as been performed, the Idiot played with 
excellent effect by Mr. J. Johnstone. His 
assumption of the foolish simpleton was ad- 
:uirably conceived and carried out, and when 
le threw off the mask and presented himself 
iu his true character, he came out with ad- 
suirable effect, in exposing the villany of the 

wl of Essex, and the applause was very 
eneral and enthusiastic. Mr. H. Lee played 
the hearty old fisherman in a capital rough 
:ud manly style. Mrs. Manders is an ex- 
cellent representative of such like old women 





as the fisherman’s wife. Nor must we omit 


REN 


to mention Miss Lonsdale, as Walter Ar- 
lington, who went through the part with 
great spirit, and who looked eharmingly as 
the wild and giddy runaway youth. The 
pantomime has become a favorite, the ma- 
chinery works smooth and easy, and the 
principals engaged in it, with the John Bul! 
clown, Tom Matthews, as their leader, goes 
off in a manner satisfactory to the audience, 
and pleasing no doubt, to the management. 


STANDARD. 


In giving our unbiassed opinion as regards 
the pantomimes brought out this season at 
the various theatres, we acknowledge there 
are a great many first-rate, and taking them 
as a whole, we do not recollect so many good 
ones for some years past. Now, as far as 
our judgment goes, we are of opinion that 
the pantomime at this theatre this season 
stands A 1. The opening is full of fun, the 
dialogue being smart and witty, and hitting 
off the leading topics of the day with good 
effect. The actors have parts well suited to 
their various talents, and the scenery and 
dresses, with other appointments, are of 
first-rate quality. Indeed, there are three 
scenes in particular which have seldom, if 
ever, been surpassed. We allude to the 
cavern-scene, where the wizards meet, and 
where, to all appearances, some hundreds of 
heads are to be seen peering through the 
holes of the rocky cavern, but which is 
afterwards turned into the abode of the 
fairies. This scene is well eonceived and 
executed, and is certainly the most effective 
machinery we remember. The last scene in 
this clever pantomime is most gorgeous and 
brilliant, and will vie, in point of effect, with 
that at the Lyceum. But while we are giv- 
ing praise to those scenes in particuiar, 
there are others of great merit, although not 
so attractive, and while we give great credit 
for the intention, we cannot consider the 
giving a view of a tavern and clothes shops 
on the stage can be at all entertaining to the 
audience, while by stepping out of the the- 
atre a few yards, the audience may see the 
original establishment, moreover it is so dif- 
ficult to introduce any tricks that can be 
made at all to tell with the audience, what 
effect it may have in anoth’r point of view 
to the manager, is quite another matter, 
We cannot attempt to detail the tricks in- 
troduced in the many various and compli- 
cated scenes as the pantomime abounds 
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with them. There are three clowns, one | every requste for tue stage. Her person 
Pantaloon, one Harlequin, two Sprites, and | is very pretty, and her singing, dancing, and 


two Columbines, all of which are admirable | acting, al! that can be desired, 


The panto- 


in their way, and each appears to have his | mimists are al very clever, and the scenery 
regular business to perform, which is exe- | and tricks capital, Madlle. Stephen adds 
cuted to the letter. ‘The title of the panto- | greatly to the attraction; her dancing is as 


mime is ‘ Buttercups and Daisies, or Great 
A, Little A, and Bouncing B,” which we 
doubt not will fill the coffers of the treasury 
of the Standard theatre. 

CITY. 

“‘ Knife, Fork, and Speon; or, Harlequin 
Breakfast, Dinner, Tea, and Supper,” con- 
tinues nightly to excite roars of merriment 
and applause, and no doubt will do so for a 
lengthened period to come. We very un- 


intentionally omited in our last to mention | 4; 





agile as ever, and she is nightly most enthu- 
siasticaliy applauded. 





COLOSSEUM. 

Among the numerous exhibitions, whick 
for want of space, we were compelled 
to omit mentioning last week, was that of 
the Colosseum, whose new Tempera Pano- 
rama of the Lake of Thun deserves a de- 
tailed notice. The word “Tempera,’’ says 
tastlake, in his “ Materials for a His- 


that the really clever music of this panto-|tory of Oil Painting,” “is used in the 


‘mime is composed by Mr. Mingaye, who 


has exercised his usual ability and mgenuity 
in the cemposition and arrangement of this 
important portion ef the entertainment. The 
Clown, Mr. George Parry, of the Theatre 
Royal, Edinburgh, has already become 
a distinguished favourite with his audience, 
at which we are by no means surprised : 
for the neatness of his style, and the rich 
comic humour he possesses, cannot well 
fail to command success. The house has 
been very fully attended. 
PAVILION, 

“ Sugar and Spice and all Things Nice,” 
continues its triumphant career of success, 
and its author, Mr. Richard Thorne, may 
justly claim the distinction of having 
written and produced one of the best pan- 
tomimes of the present season. Arthur 
Nelson the Clown, excites roars of laughter, 
an| Mr. H. Lewis is agile and graceful as 
the “ motley hero.” The scenery is really 
splendid and the whole entertainment justly 
deserving of praise. The drama of “ The 
Noble Outlaw,” has been acted during the 
week to crowded audiences. 


BRITANNIA SALOON. 

This theatre, whicb has been immensely 
enlarged and improved, is crowded every 
night, the pantomime being played as a first 
piece. We gave the title last week, with 
others, which is “ Big Bodied Bill; or, 
Belzebub’s Boy.” The boy is persorated 
by Mr. Rogers, and a funny boy he is, the 
character could not be in better hands. Mrs. 
Lane is a second Madame Vestris, she has 


general sense of mixture, in accordance 
with the import of the classic expres- 
sion, temperare; thus Pliny—temperare 
unzuentum. In the widest application the 
Italian substantive ¢empera means any more 
or less fluid medium, with which pigments 
may be mixed, including even oil.” An 
advantage of Tempera painting (and onc 
which will greatly decrease the expense of 
illumination to the proprietor of the build- 
ing,) is, that it is seen to equal effect by 
natural or artificial light. The choice of 
the Lake of Thun for a panorama was de- 
cided upon, perhaps, from its anticipated 
attraction among our continental visitor 

during the period of the National Exhibi 

tion ; but be this as it may, the varied views 
surrounding the Lake, and its established 
character among tourists, pointed it out as 
a suitable object for a painting at the Co- 
losseum, and one entitled by its natural 
beauties, to succeed the splendid panorama 
of London and Paris. Taken from an emi- 
nence to the northward of the town of 
Thun, the picture comprehends the cele- 
brated Lake, the river Aar, from whence 
the canton of Aargau takes its name, and 
its surrounding picturesque scenery, bounded 
on the one side by the lofty and snow-clad 
mountains of the Erger, Minch, and Jung- 
frau; and on the other by the continuation 
of the Oberland and Blumis Alps. There is 
a magnificent contrast, indeed, of the valley 
and the mountain. Nature here appears in 
her richest and grandest aspects, and. the 





spectator cannot but be struck by the scenie 
grandeur of Switzerland, which we enjoy 
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without the trouble and expense of a jour- 
ney from home. The numerous objects of 
interest in this building we have before 
noticed. They are as attractive as ever, 
and deserve the patronage so largely be- 
stowed on them. 








CORRESPONDENCE 


Noricv.—In the hurry of business last week the 
Zreatest portion of our answers wete omitted 
by mistake; we trust our readers will please to 
make allowance for this, and not conceive we were 
indifferent to our numerous and important en- 
quiries, 

An Amareun.—Now we have given for the last two 
numbers an elaborate and particular account of 
the Christmas novelties at the regular theatres, 
we shall turn our attention to the amateur perfor- 
mances. 

H. Hopcxtnson.—We are much obliged tor the 
subscription, the Journal will be forwarded every 

™ Thursday, by post. 

B. Bentiey.—Yes, if you will send by Tuesday 
morning, not later than 12 o’clock, 

W. H.—Our observations upon the Drury Lane 
Pantomime, were, that the scenery was striking 
and beautiful, and an immense quantity of per- 
sons engaged in it, and by curtailing the opening 
and taking out several scenes of a political na- 
ture, it might become popular. 

A New Reappr.—The volume bound is 5s. 

P. R.-—You can get the book either at Lacey’s, 
Wellington St., or at Harris's, Bow St. 

S. Baxrr. —Mr. Osbaldiston was born in the year 
1797, therefore he was 54. See the last number 
of our Journal with the particulars, 

G. H. J. W.--No, to all the questions. 
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THE LATE JOHN WATKINS, 
His Ortnrons, Works, AND CHARACTER. 


(Continued from our last.) 
We must correct an error of the press in 








importance in this article ; which Oxenford, 
in The Times, and others have mooted. Wat- 
kins and ourselves, conversing on the topic 
of the change in the spirit of the drama, 
which had been led up to, by talking on 
Marston’s play of “the Patrician’s Daugh- 
ter,” our friend observed, that ‘the mere 
unpicturesqueness of our costume is fatal to 
a tragedy in representation, where a modern 
dress coat and pantaloons are worn.” 
Probably there is a truth in this: but 
the question on which Marston is at issue 
with some critics, is, that a change in the 
spirit, rather than the form of the drama 
must take place, ere we can have a develop- 
ment of dramatic power. Unquestionably, 
if we merely go on imitating the Elizabe- 
than poets, we shall have no vital energy 
and no fresh vigor in our plays; but they 
were almost all of them superior in point of 
structure and condensed strength, to our 
living dramatists. 

And this pregnant style and powerful 
passion, this development of plot, and skil- 
ful dovetailing of incidents, scarcely a single 
writer now alive has attained. 

Watkins imitated the style of the Eliza- 
bethan poets in Runnymede, and strove to 
make his characters speak in the obsolete 
phraseology of two or three centuries ago. 
This was a mistake. 

We are awaré that Knowles and others 
are guilty of the same error; but it is a 
great fault in them, and shews they have 
not the entire amount of original genius 
which constitutes a great dramatist. 

We say this in no carping, in no detract - 
ing spirit, and confess that with all their 
shortcomings we should have been proud to 
have written many of these plays. 

To return to Runnymede. Here is ano- 
ther anti-popish passage of considerable 
vigor :— 

KING. 
Who breaks a peace? Who but'the peace-clad 


pope 
For here, no sooner have we reached this haven, 
Free from the storms that would have barr’d our 


passage, sed 
Than straight our rest is stirr’d by that same crook, 





the last article upon Watkins, viz. ‘is well 
constructed” instead of “if well con- 
structed,” whereby our meaning is entirely 
changed. For Watkins could not construct 


That should indeed keep peace for all the world. 
A very hag of hell is scarlet Rome 
Whose spells would stir a storm in Heaven itself.” 


are is a passage descriptive of the 


at all; and here lies the reason of his failwe, interdict, which is fine ;— 


no doubt. 


We said we should discuss a point of | What is this interdict ? 


KING, 
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LON. 

Religion’s death ! our churches mourn in black, 
The images of saints are cover'd close, 

And ashes strew their shrines—the sacred vessels 
Are desecrated with unholy use. 

No incense burns, no candles are lit up, 

But thorns and briars choke the holy altar, 
Shrouding the crucifix from view devout. 

Hell seems to darken heaven, and God's eye, 
Kclipsed by spiritual death, is closed.” 


(Zo be continued), 


INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF A 
THEATRICAL AMATEUR. 
Cuap. VIII. 


My second appearance, which leads to my 
Jirst dis-appearance. 
It would be invidious on this occasion to 
particularize the efforts of one performer 
above another, but if I may speak the ex- 
pressed opinion of several of the audience, 
I would say our friend the stage-manager 
who took a comic character in the afterpiece 
was the ‘‘ card” for the evening. 
His acting was characterized by an ease 
and originality which are seldom found in 
amateurs, and without him the farce would 
have gone off dull. 
Next to him Mr. L. in the heavy parts 
was considered to have many qualifications 
for an actor, and was generally liked, 
The others did not call for any particular 
notice, though their parts, for the most, 
were carefully acted. I must not forget 
to mention, parenthetically, the conduct of 
one or two who took a part in that perfor- 
mance, and which conduct was anything 
but honorable. One of them, who had, and 
still retains, no mean notions of his qualities 
as an actor (and goodness knows what they 
are and when they were displayed,) had 
previous to the hour of commencement, 
imbibed such enormous quantities of intox- 
icating drinks of one kind or other, that, 
when the time came for him to “ go on,” it 
was with extreme difficulty he could walk 
straight, much less to have a clear percep- 
tion of what he was about when he got ‘‘on.”’ 
Of course his “ tragedy” was all a farce, 
and it was only the theatrical inexperience of 
the rustic audience that saved him being 
ignominiously laughed off the stage. Ano- 
ther gentleman who had undertaken a very 
arduous part, in his desire to be fine, dressed 
himself so ridiculously out of character, and 
made himself so very inaudible to the house, 











that even an audience so little versed in 
theatrical usages as that could not tolerate 
it. Ile was hissed off. ‘These two gentle- 
men completely marred the effect of the 
above one good scene, debarring those en- 
gaged with them of that applause which was 
otherwise certain, and damaging the fair 
reputation of the club. ‘** Dirty water on 
them.””—As my own part in this perfor- 
mance was but a minor one, I have not 
uiuch to say about it; as on the previous 
occasion I was all anxiety before appearing, 
and after my appearance I felt disgusted 
with the small amount of attention that 
was paid to me. I attributed this, in my 
indignation, to the dullness of the audience, 
and never thought for one moment that 
possibly there was nothing in my person or 
acting to attract their attention However 
I determined from that time forward never 
to appear in any but first or second char- 
acters, and when my modesty hintedthat 
perhaps I might be unable satisfactorily 
to appear in either of those two classes, and 
would fain have me be content with a 
third-rate part, I scornfully rejected the pro- 
position, determined never to alter my pur- 
pose under any circumstances. 


After screwing up my mind to this pitch, 
the chagrin I had felt gradually gave way, 
and then divested of my professional attire, 
washed and dressed, I repaired in company 
with the other members ot the Club to the 
“ Ship” (a brick one) in the after cabin of 
which, over a supper and succeeding glasses, 
we recounted to each other our experience 
and small incidental adventures in the per- 
formance we had just given, until an early 
honr in the morning. Owing to an insuffi- 
ciency ot “ berths” in the ‘* Ship” a portion 
of our company were obliged (o seek accom- 
modation elsewhere, and with this portion 
I went, and we soon had the fortune to 
obtain the requisite convenience. I was 
accompanied from M——with a quondam 
friend of mine on this excursion, whose com: 
pany assisted in no small degree to make 
this occasion a memorable one to me. He 
was a young gentleman of respectability 
and good appearance, though his reputation 
for the first-named quality was very often 
damaged by mixing to an undue extent with 
tap-room society, and “ roughs” of other 
sorts, which often led him into that state of 
“ extreme beer” in which he was entirely 
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unconscious of all impressions, whether | 
bodily or mental. 

He also forfeited his 1ight to the second | 
named quality by sometimes executing in 
an impulsive moment, and without previous 
notice, a feat peculiar to clowns and acrobats, 
which he termed “ splitting.” 

Un all possible occasions when practicable | 
he was induiging his favorite passions for a 
** split,” and once or twice when he per- 
formed his interesting feat in a mixed com- 
pany, Serivus results have nearly evsued, | 
arising from the fears of some of the weak | 
nerved young ladies that he would aciually | 
split himself in the attempt. My friend 
whose “* mopping”’ propen-iies had renderea 
him impervious to the effecis of ‘* heavy 
wet” or any otherdescriptions of wet, ob- 
tained, through my influence as a member, 
access to any part of the louse, and after 
ranging from one part to another, settled 
himself iv the pit, where he soon discovered 
a kindred spirit in the person of a jolly rus- 
tic, who had the additional recommendation 
of a supply of the ‘ creature,” which he 
divided with him to the last drop. 

We remained together with the others, 
and slept together, and on the morrow my 
friend after numerous “splittings,” both up- 
stairs and down, would have me with him 
to several friends he was acquainted with in 
the town, upon whom we sponged for the 
whole of the day. 

To judge from his hilaricy, 1 believe he very 
much enjoyed this excursion, and has often 
spoken of itas one of the best “larks” he 
ever had. 

I forgot to name that during the perform- 
ance a quantity of blue and red fire, which 
we had provided for a ‘‘ ghost scene,” acci- 
dently ignited and filled the house with its 
fumes, causing great confusion amongst the 
audience, who were fearing the buil 3% was 
on fire, until assured to the cay,” ary from 
the stage. :e 

Although a handsome x: <‘was netted by 
this performance the ch¢vtty for whose bene- 
fit it was got up never handled a farthing, 
in consequence of the profits being devoted 
to the liquidation of some expenses incurred 








most memorable campaigns in the history 
of that honorable club. 


Zo be continued. 





Natronat Haut, Hotsorn. Monpay 
EventnG Enterrarnments.—Mr. G. 
Ford gave a most amusing performance here, 
on Monday evening, which was extremely 
well received by a numerous and respectable 
audience. Mr. Ford proved himself to be 
a most amusing companion, and his comic 
singing is certainly infinitely above par. 
The concert already so deservedly popular, 
will, we hear, be resumed with increased at- 
tractions on Monday next. 





“ WHAT'S IN A NAME?” 

A simple question for all those members 
of “ the profession’? who depend upon their 
lineage for fame—a question, too, for those 
who bow to family representatives and pass 
by the representatives of great minds unno- 
ticed —a simple honest question for those who 
spoil the little sprouts of greatness by forcing 
out untimely fruits—who blow on the con- 
suming flame—conceit, — blazing up tamily 
pride, the deadly foe of progress ; in short, 
a question for all whom it may concern, and 
it concerns all who have ‘received or given 
undue praise, unrequited wealth, undeserved 
popularity :— 

“ What’s in aname ?” So said “ the man,’’ 

A riddle it is, define it who can ; 

And yet no riddle to those who live, 

Receiving but dikes fur all they give, 

Trading but fair and bartering true— 

Doing their best, and having their due, 
Not giving a shilling, in hopes to get two. 

«“ What's in a name ?” more than"the sound 

To those who bow and cringe to the ground, 

For honour of mouths - for the world’s applause, 

Who plot for—expect, yet never give cause— 

Who tremble at truth—would the critic despise, 

And branding his words as folly and lies, 
Who swear they are judged with prejudiced eyes. 

“ What’s ina name?” Ask the possessor— 

(Luckiest chance ! how he should bless her!) 

How he should thank his ma or bis pa, 

That made bim at once a wonderful star ! — 

And yet he will think, his errors not knowing, 

Success to himself and his talent is owing, 
Nor dreams that his name is the cause of it flowing. 





im a former unsuccessful speculation of the 
elub. This was not as it should have been, 
and the prospects of the club after that, 
were for evermarredthere. We all returned 
home on the Sunday evening, scme by train, 


“ What's in a name ?”—take it away—] 
How soon is changed to night, the day 
Ye Gods, how soon !—a moment—how brief 
The time that makes the dead yellow leat— 
Where ‘are the thunders, the Heavens to ring ? 
Where are the beauties, the roses to fling? 
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others on foot, and thus-ended one of the | Instead, there is Truth, on its bright sera 
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THE THEATRI 





“ What's ina name?” ’Tis ay and ’tis no, 
Something and nothing out of it grow, 
Tis auzht and ’tis nought—but what is the rule, 
A few still despise, but most play the fool— 
Ready made names laud up to the skies, 
Ife who has none—oh! crush till he dies, 

And make it the cloak of a myriad lies, 


“* What's in aname ?” So said “ the man,’ 
A riddle it is, define it who ean; 
And yet no riddle to those who live, 
Receiving but likes for all they give, 
Trading but fair and bartering true— 
Doing their best and having their due, 

Not giving one shilling in hopes to get two. 


London. Mercia. 








PROVINCIAL. 





Mancuester, THeatre Royrat.—Giralda and 
the uusurpassable pantomime, go hand in hand with 
eaca other ; and like “whist,” the honours are di- 
vided. Night after night, {the house is crowded ; 
a.l parties, evidently retiring pregnant with mirth 
and satisfaction, ‘The machmery is now at the 
height of mechanical perfection, and the whole pa- 
raphernalia of this clever piece is worked in a great 
neatness of.style and elegance. Miss Faucett makes 
a pleasing and winning Columbine. 

Queen's THEaTRE.—Many very necessary and 
acceptable improvements have; been made in, the 
pantomime, which grows in favour. 

Free Traps Hav.—Jullienjand his French 
drummers, with’ Jetty Treffz, have been in great ,re- 
pute through the week; crowded and happy au- 
diences testifying their approbation, of their several 
merits. The novelty of this French importation, 
shews Jullien to be a wide-awake customer. 

Proressor Bucx.—This gentleman having suc- 
ecssfully established, himself here, as being about 
No. 1, in his “ questionable” style of magic enter- 
tainments, is drawing brilliant houses. We can 
fancy that his illusions are executed in such a 
unique and elegant style, that justly ranks him as 
the “real” professor of this style of amusement. 

CotosseuM.—This establishment being similarly 
situated to the Casino, Monsieur Desarias, and his 
well-trained sazacious dogs and monkeys, are al- 
most realising micacles, except Romish ones. The 
novelty of this species of quadruped talent creates 
much amusement 

BinmINcHAM, THEATRE Royat.—The theatre 
here is doing exceedingly well. On Thursday last, 
“ William Tell’? was performed toa crowded house, 
—and the characters in the play were enacted ina 
very artistic manner. Mr. James Bennett’s “ Wil- 
liam Tell” was a sterling piece of acting, and was 
properly appreciated by the audience, But the hit 
—the great hit,—was the pantomime, which is che 
best that was ever brought forward here,—it seems 
to draw crowds like a magnet ; and indeed it is well 
deserving all the rapturous applause it receives. 
It is entitled “ Queen Mab and Harlequin and the 
Golden Pippin; or, The Fairy of the Silver Shell in 
the Pearly Lake. The sixth scene ot the “ Elfin 


! and the Nymphs of the Crystal Caverns,” is a strik~ 
| ingly magnificent and gorgeous scene and excited 
great admiration. The scenes altogether are ex- 
ceedingly good—machinery, tricks, and transfor- 
mations, well worked, done and performed,—and 
the pantomime here is a trump card for the Treesury 
of Mr. Simpson who fully deserves the large amount 
of patronage bestowed on him. for his indefatigable 
exertions in catering for the public amusc ments of 
the inhabitants of Btrmirighies. 

Bricuton - -“The Life of a Fairy ; or, The Genie 
King of the Wild W hite Rose,” was the merry Christ- 
mas piece that set the house in aroar here. Clown, 
Dewhurst ; Harlequin, Charles Shaw; Pantaloon, 
Boorn; Second Sprite, Lupino; Elfin Sprite, Mas- 
ter Fraser; and Infant Clown, only four years old(!) 
Master Boorn. Cook's Circus boasts a Panto- 
mime that proved a good hit, under the title of King 
Industry ; or, Peace, Plenty, and Happiness. 

ABERDEEN.-~Harlequin King John; or, Magna 
Charta, was put on the stage in magnificent style 
and put the audience in holiday trim of merry 
face, with its telling quips and cranks. 

Dvsuin.--The manner in which The House that 
Jack built was received at the Queen’s proves that 
the Irish are well made for comic doings. Mr. W. 
Holmes was the Harlequin, and Mr, Gardiner was 
Clown. The mounting was undeniably first rate. 
—- At the Theatre Royal the title was Harlequin 
Fulminoso; or, Ganders of Glen Fearna, wherein 
Mr. Hulme was Clown: Mr, W. Muir Pantaloon; 
Miss Clair, Columbine ; and Mr. J. Laurie, Harle- 
quin. 

Newcast1Le.--Mr. Nelson Lee’s Riddle-Me- 
Riddle-Me-Ree, the plot of which has already ap= 
peared in our columns, was very successful. 

BxistoL, THEATRE Royat.--This establishment 
opened for the season on the 26th of December. 
Jane Shore, George Barnwell and other stock pieces 
have been presented, but little novelty. Mr. Go- 
mersal, the low comedian, has rejoined the company 
and met with a hearty welcome. 

BristToL.--The same remark applies to Punch 
and Judy, at Cook’s Cireus.——Mr. E. Stirling 
opened the Theatre Royal, but did not treat his 
patrons with a pantomime. 

Liverroot --‘lhe holiday entertainment at the 
Theatre Royal here is entitled Harlequin and the 
Child of Hale ; or, the King of the Red Noses. In 
which Milano plays Harlequin: Madame Boleno 
Columbine: Signor H. Boieno, Clown: and Mr, 
Herbert, Pant Joon. The opening is very good, the 
scenery very beautiful ; but there is a lack of fun in 
the dialogue, and the hits, like angel’s visits, few 

and far between. It is said to be from the pen of 
Mr. Buckstone--this is doubtful. ‘lhe audience, 
however, was well pleased, and it promises to have an 
average existence. The Royal Amphitheatre was 
opened, as usual, for feats of horsemanship, under 
the direction of Franconi. 

O.puaM.--The house has been extremely well 
attended, and Mr. Harald and Mrs Rignold have 
become highly popular. Egerton Wi.ks’s farce of 
The Railroad “tation, excited roars of lauyhter. 
The season promises to be a most successful one. 

Leeps. Princess’.--The pantomime is truly 
splendid, and draws excellent houses. M1. Carte is 

















Cataract, the abode of the Fairy of the Silver Shell, 





clown ; Marshall, Harlequin; and Madame Rosalie, 
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Columbine. Mr. Thorne deserves the patronage 
he receives on account of his spirited management. 

Cuester.--Mr. W. V. Eaglesfield has opened the 
theatre Royal with a very good company, including 
Miss Maria Douglass, Miss Murray, &c. The 
house has been well attended. 








OUR LITTLE CHATTER ‘BOX 


AcctiDent TO Mr. H. Marston, Sapter’s 
Wrtt1s.--The other evening Miss Glyn was playing 
Isabella in the Fatal Marriage, when suddenly she 
has to drop a dagger ; this unfortunately fe!] upon 
the foot of Mr. Marston, and a stream of blood is- 
sved from the wound: this had such an effect upon 
Miss Glyn, that she fainted and was carried off the 
stage. Mr. Marston is doing well. 

Avetruti.--Mr. Webster read the Jast act of his 
new drama on Thursday ; it wil be produced next 
week under the title of “* Belthegar ; or, The Moun- 
tebank Mr. Webster will appear init, in conjune- 
tion with Mr. Wright, Mr. Bedford, Madame Celeste, 
and all the favourites of the company. 


Tuk TRAGEDY Or Manomep, &c.—Mr. Forrest's 
tragedy of ** Mshomed” was played, for the first 
time, in New Orleans, on the 13th ult. Mr. Neafle 
met with great success in it. 

Jexxy Linp at Wasuincton.—Jenny Lind’s 
concert, on the 1(th ult., was crowded, over ten 
thousand dollars were received for tickets. The 
President, cabinet, Clay, General Scott, and a quo- 
rum of both houses were present. 

Mr, Cuartes Marsnai.—This clever artist 
has been for scveral months engaged in painting a 
great moving diorama illustrative of the fashionable 
tour of Europe. The subject is one of great in- 
terest, and is to be exhibited at the great concert 
room of Her Majesty's Theatre--now styled “ The 
Tourist’s Gallery ;” it is undergoing various altera- 
tions and inprovements for the purpose. 

Mr. G. V. Brooke performed at Cheltenham on 
Wednesday, to a crowded house. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sloane, formerly of the Queen’s 
Theatre, Manchester, are at St. Francisco, perform - 
ing with a company of comedians 

Mr. James Wallack, Jun , will shortly make his 
debut at the Haymarket. He is now playing his 
farewell engagement in New York. At the termi- 
nation of Mr. Macready’s performances it is whis- 
pered that Mr. G. V. Brooke will appear. 

Mr, Sullivan’s ecmedy, it is said, will shortly be 
produced at Drury Lane. 

Tue Swepisn NiGHTINGALE 1 VirRGINIA.-- 
Richmond, Dee. 29,--Vhe auction sale of tickets 
far Madle. Jenny Lind’s concert in this city was held 
yesterday. The first one was run up to 110 dol. at 
which price it was knocked down. The average price 
paid was 13 dol., and the total amount of the sale 
was between 16,000 dol. and 17,€00, showing, for 
all the number of the tickets sold a material advance 
over all her previous concerts in the United States, 
The theatre will accommod:te about 1,5C0 persons. 
About 200 sea's were reserved. 

Deatu or Ma. Witt1am Sxcurn.--We regret to 
announce the death of this well-known singer, which 








took place on Sunday last, after a short illness. 
Possessed of a fine bass voice, he was a sound mu- 
sician, of pure and cultivated taste, and especially 
distinguished as a performer of sacred music. He 
was only 36 years of age. 

HayManKEtT.— Mr. Macready’s farewell nights are 
rapidly drawing to a close, he will perform Macbeth 
to morrow (Monday); and on Tuesday The Stran- 
ger, for the first and last time. 

Srranp Tueatre -- We hear that it is the inten- 
tion of Mr. Copeland, the lessee, not to open it 
until Easter, 

Natilonst Concrrts.--The losses sustained by 
the executive committee turing their brief manage- 
ment,amount to little short of nine thousand pounds. 

Mr.Oszatpiston,--The funeral of this well known 
andesteemed gentleman took place on Friday last, at 
Norwood cemetery. Mr. G. Osbaldiston, the son 
of the deceased, was the principal mourner, and se- 
veral private friends also attended the mournful 
ceremony. 

There area variety of rumours afloat respecting 
the future tenancy of the Victoria theatre, but at 
present we do not feel jnstified in giving any further 
publicity. 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 





CASINO DE VENISE, 218, High Holborn. 
Chis magnificent BALLROOM, the most spacious 
and the best ventileted in Londen, open every 
evening. The band, composed of leading members 
of the musical profession, will perform a fantasia, 
by Marliani, Labitzsky’s Quadrille of all Nations, 
and Californian Galop, and the most popular danee 
music. Musical director, Mr. W. M. Packer The 
cigar divan and galleries open as usual. Open at 
half-past seven, close at twelve. Admission Is. 





THE MAGNIFICENT FULL-LENGTH 
PORTRAITS of her Majesty, painted, with per- 
mission, by Sir George Hayter; of his Royal 
Highness Prince Albert, by Patten ; of George IV., 
by Sir Thomas Lawrence, are now added to the 
new Hall of Kings, at Madame TUSSAUD and 
SONS’ Bazaar, Baker street.— Admission 1s. ; new 
Napoleon Rooms and Chamber of Horrors, 6d. 
extra.—Open from eleven till dusk, and from seven 
till ten. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
Three Months cecscecesseses One Shilling. 
Six Months........ecseseeeee TWO Shillings, 
Twelve Months,...... ecceece Four Shillings, 
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